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# | CONNECTINGART, SOUL AND CITY WITH THREE NEW
&  EXHIBITIONS AT EMAMIART, WRITES RICHA AGARWAL

Shahidul Alam at Emami Art. It is
aday of sharing the joy of creative
expression with the city’sart
lovers. As soon as the waves of the
pandemic settle, we, like most
major galleries in India, welcome
our audience in search of
aesthetic pleasures, offering
thought-provoking curated
shows, seminars, workshops and
live events. Although the three
artists are apart by time, style,
approach and medium, they all
show profound conviction in the
power of art as an agent of change.
The universal language of art, : : .
which speaks of the essence of Artwork by Somnath Hore T e Shahidul Alam’s work
humanity, transcends the
economic, geographic and
historical barriers that confine us.
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issues that sometimes go Astudent of Kala Bhavana,
unreported. Thelens of the wholknew Hore closely,
THE DARK EDGE OF GREEN photographer remains focussed Radhakrishnan aims to
Curated by Nancy Adajania, the on the under-represented represent the artist without
noted curator and writer based in minority and never wavers, glorifying him. The wide
Mumbai, The Dark Edge of Green, creating visual imageries that variety of artworksin the
aretrospective-scale show of will linger forever in one’s exhibition proves Hore's
Arunima Choudhury, will feature consciousness,” said Puri. genius as a remarkable artist
theartist’s finest work in the last Among our time's most withsuperior knowledgeof
three decades, between 1995 and influential photographers and mediums and unique artistic
2022, Thave long been familiar documentarians, Alam is an vision,
with Choudhury’s work, whose insightful observerand an He was the printmaking
career spans about 60 years in this unflinching critic of human rights teacher at Kala Bhavana, and
city. I am fascinated with her violations. He has passionately even before hejoined the
instantly recognisable style, documented the major events institution, he had done
freshness and spontaneity, affecting Bangladesh, strikinga remarkable graphic works —
untouched by the restlessness of delicate balance between art and intaglio, li and
citylife. activism. Itis an excellent woodcut — whichmake up the
Choudhury ismainly known | opportunity tosee the gripping most significant part of his
forherpaintingsonhandmade AN L visuals in his photographs, - oeuvre. The exhibition features
paper, particularly in'botanic Artwork by Arunima Chowdhury allowing us torethink that artis hlsﬁnestgraphlcwprlgsﬁ'om
colours, which she makes from ' ot about decorating the walls but various phases of his life,
flowers, vegetablesand seeds. In about asking elementary showing stylistic changes in his
thelargebody ofher paintingson | st andhergranddaughter | SINGED BUT NOT BURNT questions and exploring practice. The selection of the
display, one can see her use of about the ethics ofmending and Well-known writer and contradictions.  artworks revolves around the
limited hues — green, yellow and repairing the planet by living in 9olumnistlnaPuri-is oen.trallthemeofwom;ds,
dark blue — brilliantly activate amindful manner. Itisnestled | MStrumentalinbringingSinged ggRiES OF WOUNDS - whichis at the same time
the pictures"pictorial space and inaseries of eco-prints on but not Burn, asignificant The year 2022 marks the birth historicl, social, exisential
inner tensions. Besides paintings . gotton and rice paper. survey exhibition offamous centenary of the legendary artist @deven biologleal.
on paper, the exhibition shows Luminous but no less edgy, Bangladeshi photographer Somnath Hore, Seriesof Wounds,  Thethreeexhibitions are
her rarely shown fabric and these sombre impressions of Shahidul Alam, tothecity. Puri  theexhibition curatedbysculptor ~ Brominent highlights on the
ceramic work and enamel leaves —guava, neem, lotus has known himn well for decades KS Radhakrishnan, is afitting gallery’s calendar. Emai Art
pamtmgs and rose —are as much andconwnwdusofthe tribute to the gteatmaster It Balwayswmmlttedm
“Thave tructured this psychological portraiure relevance of his work in today’s shows both the original artworks organising such well-curated
exhibition around two stories — achieved through Rorschach fractured world, and high-quality reproductions, shows to expose the audienceto
an artist memoir written in 1999 twinning, as they area The exhibition brings giving viewers a comprehensive thebest of South Asian modern
and arecent family anecdote. To ‘meditation on slow time and together a substantial body of overview of Hores entire oeuvre and contemporary art.
re-animate Arunimady’s interspecies hospitality,” said his work spanning four decades that incorporates drawings, Exhibiting generations of
childhood memory of finding her Adajania, about curating this of his eventful career, from his paintings, prints and sculptures. artists —from modern masters
classmate Bina Das's body in the exhibition; stunning images in the early The exhibition has only become to younger artists —our
mora kata ghor or autopsy cell in Nature has long been 1980s when he was a PhD possible by the collaboration of presence in theart world has
Siliguri, we have speciallycreated.  contra]to Choudhury's student in the UK to his mature the Arthshila Foundation, been constant through art fairs
acelllike installation that breaks creative imagination, It political photographs for which Santiniketan, and large-scale institutional
intosharp angles at strategic operates at many levels, as he is widely known. “This exhibition puts together shows in India and abroad that
points. While the memoir invokes external reality and org:anic “Especiallyrelevantatatime  Hore's work (or photographic we have organised or co-
fear and forbidden desires, among  pyaterials as wellasinternal when freedom of speech and documentation of his work) operated with others. Inthe
other turbulent emotions, it also drives and emotions, Deeply expression is being challenged acrossall the mediums he worked last two years, besides gallery
proposes a cathartic means of ingrained intherich traditions {1 World over, the poerful inandacrossallthedecadesofhis |~ activities, we have grown with
overcoming fear, which s of veriacular liferature and work of Shahidul Alam islikea creativelife. Itisa tribute to his alibrary, publications,
weaponised by the patriarchy to autobiography, shemurturesa  Deaconcflightandhopethat - extraondinarily empatheticand seminars and archival
‘show wormen their place’in woman-lyworldviewthatdoes ~ &VES the common manlong emotional nature, which research projects on lesser-
society. The accompanying ot separate natureand the denied his and her rights, avoice  witnessed World War I the known artists to explore the
selection of watercolours, Beastly environment from thehuman toprotest against this grave Bengal famine, the quiet suffering possibilities, lttle by little,to
Games and Other Love Stories world, Her work reveals as injustice. Featuring portraits, of the peasants, workers and create an accessible space for
(2008-2010), does not illustrate the muchas it hides the complexity landscapes devastated by destitute whom he documented... the audience and shape critical
memoir, Instead, it finetions asa ofthe relationship, constituting ~ CLmate change, images ofthe and made their pain the mainstay awareness of art.
testament to Arunimad’s hervisual poetics, A fruitful daily strife and rigour of the of hisart forever. Theform as
irrepressible subconscious and outcome ofalongandintense  OYdinary manin thestreetswho - yyellas content ofhisart kept
her ransgressiveenergy, which  oonversation betweentheartist | 128 t0strugslethroughpoverty - changing but the pain remained
revids vomen, meesand gers - ang curtor hisentibifion - 2040cial nequaltytomake - constant,even deepened, and The authoris CEO, Emani
Imequal rieagure. The second throws light on the lesser- ends meet, Shahidul Alants found newer modes of Artand chairperson, Kokata
storyis an exchange between the known aspects ofher practices,  SeAringimages bring alive expression,” said Radhakrishnan, Centre for ére vy



